
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



320 Income and Expenditure of [January, 

Comparative Statement of the Income and Expenditure of certain 
Families of the Working Classes in Manchester and Dukinfield, in the 
Years 1836 and 1841. By Wm. Neild, Esq., Mayor of Manchester. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 3rd August, 1841.] 

My partner, Mr. Graham, has, in consequence of conversations between 
us upon the situation of the working classes, prepared the annexed 
statements, upon which he has bestowed great care, in order to make 
them as nearly accurate as possible. The facts recorded are from tbe 
personal statements of the parties themselves, so far as the expenditure 
for the year 1841 is concerned; but to obtain a correct statement of 
the actual expenditure of the same parties in a former year would be 
almost impossible, as they seldom or never possess written documents 
to guide them. Moreover, the comparison of the real expenditure of a 
particular family in 1841 with the real expenditure of the same family 
in 1836 is, in nearly all cases, impossible; as the family itself may be 
wholly changed, and the elements of comparison be thus destroyed : 
therefore the only legitimate method of arriving at the expenditure for 
1836, and rendering it at the same time comparable with that of 1841, 
is by computation, assuming the purchase of the same amount of com- 
modities and accommodation as in 1841, and stating their cost according 
to the altered prices prevailing in 1836. For this purpose the statement 
No. 3 was drawn up, which contains the retail prices in Manchester of 
all the usual articles of household expenditure in both of the years 1836 
and 1841. 

The method by which the year 1836 is thus brought into comparison 
with 1841 will be better understood by an example. In the case No. 1 
of statement No. 1, that of a machine-printer, it appears that he has 
laid out for flour or bread 10s. lOd. as a weekly average during the 
year 1841, and, as it will be seen by the comparative statement of prices 
that flour has altered in price in Manchester since 1836 from about 
Is. lOd. per dozen lbs. to 2s. 4d., or in other words has risen in value 
27 per cent., he would have had to lay out in 1836 only 8s. 5d. instead 
of 10*. lOd. for the same quantity. 

All the computations for 1836 are made on this principle ; a great 
deal, therefore, of the value of these tables depends upon the accuracy 
of the statement No. 3. Fortunately the information contained in it is 
easily obtained ; and care was taken that no exaggerated prices should 
be inserted in either year. With regard to the item " rent of cottages," 
the fall in the weekly rent appears from the statement to be from 5s. to 
4s., giving a weekly advantage to the occupier for 1841 to the extent of 
Is. or 20 per cent. The value of cottage property undoubtedly has 
greatly fallen since 1836, perhaps even as much as 20 per cent. ; but 
this is owing partly to the large number of unoccupied houses, and 
partly to the rents of those that are tenanted being very irregularly 
paid. Therefore it may be questioned whether the paying tenant has 
received so much as the 20 per cent, of advantage, yet in these state- 
ments the families are supposed to have gained in 1841 to the extent of 
that reduction in rent. The only other item in this statement, the 
price of which appears in favour of 1841, is the article tea, which has 
fallen from 6s. to 5s., or 17 per cent. All the other items have risen 
more or less, or remain the same in both years. For instance, the 
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article flour has really ranged from Is. 8d. to 2*. Id. per dozen lbs., 
showing a rise in price of 55 per cent, between the two extremes. 
Exaggeration has been avoided in this important item of expenditure 
by taking the prices of Is. lOd. for 1836 and 2s. 4d. for 1841, namely, 
the highest price for the former, and the lowest during the latter year ; 
thus giving it against 1841 to the extent only of 27 per cent. The 
.machine-printer, No. 1, has a weekly disbursement during 1841 of 
10s. lOd. for bread; in 1836 it would have been 8*. 5<i. for the same 
weight, showing a reduction in the value to himself of this person's 
labour to the amount of Is. 5d. in the article of bread. Butchers' meat 
it will appear has altered from 4\d. and bd. during 1836 to 8rf. and 
8^d. for 1841, showing arise of 54 per cent, since 1836; and by again 
referring to the case of the machine-printer, No. 1, it will be observed 
that lis. 8d. is his weekly expenditure on meat for 1841, while Is. 3d. 
would have purchased the same weight of animal food in 1836, showing 
a further weekly reduction in the value of his labour to himself of 
4*. hd. weekly. By proceeding on this principle the total expenditure 
comparatively for 1836 is accurately obtained. The total weekly house- 
hold expenditure of the above machine printer for 1841 was 21. 15s. 8d, 
while for 1 836 it would be 11. 6s. 8d., showing a difference of 9s. 
against 1841 in the weekly value of the labour of this family. In the 

18 other cases in statements Nos. 1 and 2, the same rule was followed. 
The first twelve cases, numbered 1 to 12, are of families residing in 

Manchester, and were selected because they were of sober and indus- 
trious habits. Their employment, also, during the general depression 
which has for some time existed in the trade of this district, has been 
almost uninterrupted, and their weekly wages have remained the same ; 
so that they form an exception to the general situation of the working 
classes in their locality. Their respective means it will be observed 
vary considerably as compared with each other, 9s. 8d. being the weekly 
income for each individual in case No. 1, while in that of No. 12, a less 
favoured family, it is only 2s. 6 \d. The last seven cases, numbered 13 to 

19 in statement No. 2, are of families residing at Dukinfield, seven miles 
from Manchester, and were selected as instances more nearly approach- 
ing to the general state of the cotton trade ; and, as in the case of the first 
twelve, personal knowledge of the parties gave a guarantee to the accuracy 
of their statements. Their employment and circumstances are different 
from those of the twelve first named : the wages of the twelve remained 
very nearly the same, while those of the seven were reduced in common 
with those of the generality of the working classes in the cotton trade. 
It should be remarked, however, that these seven cases will furnish 
a decidedly favourable instance of that branch of trade, as they have 
suffered much less from reduced hours of labour than many similarly 
employed. 

Statement No. 4 is an abstract of the income of each family and of its 
expenditure, classified and expressed in per centage. It will be seen in 
this statement that the more opulent families, Nos. 1 and 2 for instance, 
having incomes for each individual of 9s. 8d. and 9s., expend on bread 
from 12*4 to 15 "4 per cent, of their incomes; while, as we come down 
the list towards the poorer families the per centage rises rapidly and 
with great regularity: in case No. 12 it has risen to the extent of 39 - 1 
per cent. The same interesting exemplification of the fact, that bread 
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forms the staple of the English labourers' food, is observed in the seven 
Dukinfield families. No. 13, with an income of 4,?. 9d. per individual 
expends 17 - 4 per cent, of it on bread ; while No. 19, with only 2s. 3d. 
per individual, expends 32 "8 per cent. The same observations are ap- 
plicable to the expenditure on other kinds of food : see meat, bacon, 
potatoes, &c, in the fifth column. 

Statement No. 5 is a recapitulation of the total weekly income and 
expenditure of each of the 19 families. Attention should be directed to 
the fourth column, entitled " Left for instruction and the purchase of 
manufactured articles." It will be observed that in the year 1841 there 
was left to the 12 Manchester families, for the above purposes, the sum 
of 5Z. 3s. 3d., while in 1836 there was the larger sum of 1l.10s.5d., 
making a difference of 32 per cent, against 1841 ; and the same fact is 
displayed in a still more marked manner in the case of the Dukinfield 
families, there being left for instruction and the purchase of manufac- 
tured articles for the year 1836, 21. 7s. 8id. ; while for 1841 there is 
only 2s. \0\d. : and to put against this six of the families have gone 
into debt to the extent of XL 4s. Ad. The last column is entitled, 
" Going back in the world per week;" and in this, six out of the seven 
Dukinfield families are reported to be accumulating debt during the 
year 1841, while in 1836 they were, or had the means of being, all 
clear, of living within their incomes, and having a considerable sum to 
spare. In that year (1836) they had full wages, and food was moderate 
in price; in the year 1841 their wages were less, and food was dearer. 
Like the rest of mankind they had adapted their expenses to their most 
affluent circumstances, and are now the sufferers from a fluctuating 
income, and the victims of that incapacity to retrench so often observed 
in all ranks of society. 

It is a very common, if not the general, practice for the working 
classes of this district to select a particular shopkeeper with whom they 
deal for all their provisions, and to whom they are generally in debt, 
and when a time of suffering comes, arising from reduced wages, want 
of employment, dear food, or the combination of all three, as is the case 
at present, they become more and more involved with the shopkeeper. 
This class of persons (the shopkeepers) are generally the first to feel 
reverses in manufacturing districts ; and in all instances of considerable 
depression in trade numbers of them are ruined. 

To insure to such statements as these as much accuracy as possible, 
some precautions are necessary in collecting the information. The 
husband can rarely furnish any statements in detail ; it is better in nearly 
all cases to apply to the wife. She has her character, however, as an 
economical manager at stake, and requires cross-examining to elicit 
the exact expenditure. Without this she is also liable to err, not from 
any wish to mislead, but from mere want of caution and sufficient 
thought. In several cases the books of the shopkeeper were examined, 
and compared with the statements given by the parties themselves. 

In conclusion I may be allowed to advert to the utility of such state- 
ments as the above, which tend to throw a light upon the resources and 
habits of the working population under different circumstances, and to 
furnish the means of comparing the condition of different classes of 
labourers according to the nature of their employments, or of their local 
position. 
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7. Labourer ; Family, 4 individuals. 

Income for each Individual per week . . 
Total Income of the Family .... 
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10. Blue Dipper ; Family, 5 individuals. 

Income for each Individual per week . 
Total Income of the Family .... 
Total Expenditure of ditto .... 
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9. Dyer; Family, 10 individuals. 

Income for each Individual per week . 
Total Income of the Family .... 
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Income for each Individual per week . • 
Total Income of the Family .... 
Total Expenditure of ditto . .... 
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332 Income and Expenditure of 

No. 2. — Average Income and House Expenditure for one 



[January, 
— continued. 







19. Mechanic's Assistant ; Family, 




1836 


1841 




7 individuals. 


£. s. d 


£. s. d. 




Income for each Individual per week . 


. 


3 3J 


2 3 




Total Income of the Family . . 


. 


1 3 


16 








17 9 


1 4J 




Weekly Expenditure 


Weekly Expenditure 


Per Centage of 


Articles. 


of the Family. 


for each Individual. 


Total I 


rcome. 


1836 


1841 


1836 


1841 


1836 


1841 








£. s. d. 


£ ». 


d. 






Rent 


3 4 


2 8 


5j 





4} 


14-5 


16-6 


Flour or Bread 




4 1 


5 3 


7 





9 


17-7 


32-8 


Meat . . . 




11} 


1 6 


1J 





2i 


4-1 


9-4 


Bacon 




8i. 


1 


1} 





n 


3-1 


6-3 


Nursing, Cooking 


',&C 


. . 


. . 




. . 




. . 


. . 


Oatmeal • . 




7* 


10 


1 





a 


2-7 


5-2 


Butter • . • 




11} 


1 3 


1> 





4-1 


7-8 


Eggs . . . 




. . 


. . 


. . 


. . 




. . 




Milk . . . 




1 6 


1 6 


2J 





24 


6-5 


9-4 


Potatoes . 




7 


10 


1 





n 


2-5 


5-2 


Cheese . 




8 


8 


1 





i 


2-9 


4-2 


Tea . . . 




7 


6 


1 





i 


2-5 


3-1 


Coffee . . 




3 


3 


01. 





OJ 


1-1 


1-5 


Sugar . . 




10 


1 3 


1,1 





■11 


3-6 


7-8 


Treacle . 




4 


6 


01 





1 


1-4 


3-1 


Tobacco . . 




, . 


, . 


. . 






. . 




Soap . 




10 


10 


1J 





n 


3-6 


5-2 


Candles . 




2 


2 


8 Oj 





0} 


•7 


1- 


Salt . . . 




1 


1 








•3 


•5 


Coals . . . 




1 


1 


If 





i? 


4-3 


6-3 


Yeast. . . 




3j 


3£ 


0J. 





Oh 


1-3 


1-8 


Total 


• 


17 9 


1 4| 


2 6 


2 


ii 


76-9 


127-2 



No. 3.— Retail Prices in Manchester of the following articles of Househo J d 
Expenditure in the year 1841, compared with 1836. 









Per centage 








alteration in price 


Articles. 


1836 


1841 


since 1836. 


Rise. 


Fall. 








percent 


per cent. 


Rent, Cottage property . . 


5s. 


4s. 




20 


Flour ... per doz. lbs. 


Is.Sd., Is.9tf.,andls.l0d. 


2s Ad. to 2s. 7d. 


27 




Meat , 


. . per lb. 


4*d. to 5d. 


8d. to 8id. 


54 




Bacon . 




4*tf. to 5rf. 


7d. 


40 




Ham . . 






. 


No vari 


ation. 


Oatmeal 


per peck of 10 lbs. 


Is. 


Is. id. 


33 




Butter . . 


. . per lb. 


9d. to lOrf. 


Is. to Is. Id. 


33 




Eggs . 


..,.,. 


, 


, 


No vari 


ation. 


Milk . 


. . per pint. 


ltd. 


lid. 


dit 


to. 


Po Ui toes 


. . per 20 lbs. 


7d. to 3d. 


Ud. to Is. 


50 




Cheese 


. 






No vari 


ation. 


Tea . . 


. . per lb. 


6s. 


5s. 


.. 


17 


Coffee 


* 


1 s. 8rf. to 2s. 


2s. 


No vari 


ation. 


Sugar . 


. , ( ( 


5\d. to &*. 


Bd. to 9iiJ. 


45 




Ti eacle 


• ,i 


2i<*. 


3id. 


50 




Tobacco 


. . . per oz. * 


2|<2. 


2}<i. 


\ 




Soap . 


. . per lb. 


5d. 


5ii. 


L 




Candles 


8 per lb. dtps. 


6id. 


64* 


VNo va 


nation. 


Salt . 


. . per 4 lbs. 


Id. 


id. 


( 




Coals .... per cwt. 


7d. 


Id. 


I 
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Income, fyc. of Working Classes. 



[January, 
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